
A Brief History of Tobacco 
Industry Influence on Science

Joanna Cohen, PhD
Institute for Global Tobacco Control
Department of Health, Behavior and Society
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health



Disclosures
Over the past 10 years I have been supported with funding from Bloomberg 
Philanthropies’ Bloomberg Initiative to Reduce Tobacco Use (bloomberg.org), 
the National Institutes for Health Research, U.S. FDA Center for Tobacco Products, 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Vital Strategies, the Health Resources and 
Services Administration, Johns Hopkins University

Tobacco 
industry

E-cigarette and 
nicotine product 

industry

Pharma 
industry

The work being presented has received funding or other means 
of support from any of the following sources:

NO NO NO

Any of the authors have received funding (including E-cigarette 
& nicotine product industry NO consultancy) from any of the 
following sources in the past 5 years:

NO NO NO

I have been a paid consultant in litigation against a tobacco company.



1946
Physician 

Endorsement

Tobacco industry and science over time 



Images from: https://tobacco.stanford.edu/cigarettes/doctors-smoking/more-doctors-smoke-camels/ 



1946
Physician 

Endorsement

1952
Cancer by 
the Carton

Tobacco industry and science over time 
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• RICO charge (1999)
• Found guilty (2006)
• Charge upheld (2009)
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The evidence is clear that
the tobacco industry 

(mis)uses science for PR purposes



• The tobacco industry has lied about the health effects of smoking

• The tobacco industry has lied about the health effects of 
secondhand smoke

• The tobacco industry has used litigation to delay saving lives

• Worked to undermine, suppress and trivialize unfavorable research 
results

• They have done this deliberately, strategically, and over decades

• … And continue to this day

Key summary points



Thank you!
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